The first Shady Trails
Reunion

For 63 years Shady Trails was a magical camp
for children with speech and hearing
challenges. Located a few miles outside of
Northport, Michigan, campers and staff would
gather each summer first for 8 weeks and later
for 2 weeks for speech therapy, but MUCH
more than that. The camp was a life-changing
experience for thousands of campers and staff
who came from around the United States.



~Welcome to Shady Tralls
Reunion 2012

PUBLIC NOTICE

P> REUNION

August 11 & 12, 2012
B Any Camper, Any Staff
if @ the Northport, MI campsite
/ 1-240-380-0939
1-505-341-1188

http://www.mnsu.edu/comdis/reunion.html




On the weekend of 11 August 2012, a
Shady Trails speech improvement camp
reunion was held at the old camp location
at 6880 N. Shady Trails, Northport, Ml
49670. The reunion was organized by the
tireless co-chairs:

Howard Hodges and Jim Emery




Still called “Shady Trails” the camp is now being used
for 4 weeks each summer as a day camp for children.

SUMMER CAMP 2012! §
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Shady Trails is a summer day camp located on Grand Traverse
Bay near the village of Northport. Our mission is to provide
enjoyable learning experiences and recreational activities for
children in a natural setting. Please use our site to learn more
about our camp, our many programs and the beautiful Leelanau
County area.View our Welcome Song [643 KB Quicktime Movie]

Members Page (Password Needed)

Click here to request a password!

But the “old Shady Trails” is also being wonderfully
preserved and remembered!



The old sign is gon
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Turning left out of Northport, a new Shady Trails Camp
sign also Welcomes former campers who stlll visit.

SHADY TRAILS
CAMP |
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Checking in — in the lodge

— Welcome“tU'Shadg Trails #®
~ Reunion 2012
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Re-acquainting with old friends around display tables (though we may have changed
a bit, the tables and chairs in the lodge/dining hall are those we remember)!
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Earliest Shady Trails Camper at the Reunion

JOWN CARTER
RONALD COLE
PAUL ELLIS
“SANUT” GORDON
BUD" HALL
“TED” HOMCLAND
JOHN HODGE
JMEFELL
BRE BUORSETH
"AVE" SHITH
CHARLES SEALA
JALK VATSON

GUY DUFFIELD
"BOB” KLEIN

FRED KREman
“TOIT IERIMNEY

"DON [FLEAN

“BILL" PARTALDS
JIN" SHANRON
BILL SHANNON
“TOM SHAPLEY
ALAN SHMALI
‘DON"WERE

CHUCK” WORTLET

YOE* ANDERSON
TON® HUISKELL
JOHN INCVERSEN
"BILL 1Y D()ﬂm L\
RICHARD MOOKE
CHARLES PEAK
ﬂ() 1F/1 IN
“BILL )!"Jf'“()"
\u'). | ”LB(  #
“TEV SIITH

"ROE" CAMPBELL
AL° ALBER
AL CLIMIE

BRUCE KING
"CHUCK® PARSONS
OLAV SMISTAD
*PETE” STADELFAN
"BILL SPEAR

M ROBBING
"ROB" TIMIONS

I/.‘f” ‘.~ll".'("{') DA\.[ V"‘{ y

“DAVE® WILLIAMS

RAIL
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GEORLE GREENBAUN
“DAVE" GROW
CLYDE HAMILTON
FRANK HARNEW/
“DON” KIEPERT
"ROMMIE” KOSKI
BARRY LUCK
TOMMT" LUCK
BOB” PARDON
DAN" VA LEEUMEN
‘:" 'J[',i_ L
PIKE" WELDON




Much memorabilia has been preserved
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see next page




Two notes found after Shady Trails
camp was closed

Where Magic Rose From The Ground
like steam from a mourning pond
Where one's pain, making them shine
With sadness, was comforted by the
beauty and natural grace of this place
In a world so touched by violence, hate
& greed, This was the shelter and the
loving touch for all those faces.

Those children need this place, and
this place needs those children.
Decisions made too distant from the

lives they change.

So farewell my bright star
May I walk in the wake of your passing
as you did
with grace






Jack shared many interesting stories, including how he
painstakingly restored the original drinking fountains!




Jack also restored the benches and plcnlc tables
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And told how some original
items, like the plaques,
including the one that was
onh a rock near the athletic
field at one time, have
sadly disappeared
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The director’s residence
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The rocky trail to the cabins.

We were glad some remembered a flashlight!
It still gets very dark at night!
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The Cave was renamed Raccoons




Four to a room - sixteen to a cabin in the Cave!




Paula Flees mom, Ruthie was the Shady Trails cook for 40 summers!
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We miss Ruthie, but the food at the reunion was great
....and so was the company




Several were interviewed
by reporter Patti Brandt
for a great article in the

Leelanau Enterprise

~ Former Shady Trail speech therapy

campers talk it up at reunion

By Patti Brandt
Of The Enterprise staff

You would never know the group of
men gathered at Shady Trails Camp on
Saturday were afraid to talk when they

., were children,

Now you can’t get them to stop
talking, especially when it comes to
how much the Northport camp helped
them to get over their stuttering, About

45 former campers and counselors re- |

cently gathered there for a two-day
reunion.

“It"taught me how to relax and
taught me how to speak fluently,” said
Mark Singer, of Philadelphia, who
was at the camp from 1960-63. “It was
a wonderful program. It was a fabu-
lous experience for boys and I wish it
was still here.”

The camp was founded in 1932 by
John Clancy, who was a stutterer, as a
summer program for boys with speech
and language i 1mpalrmems Back then
campers slept in tents. It moved to its
present 26-acre location just south of
Northport in 1947, and now has 27
buildings. In 1949 the camp was pur-
chased by the University Of Michigan
and became the University of Michi-

- gan Speech Camp. Clancy, who had
. earned a master’s degree in speech
| correction, was the camp’s director.

The camp was mostly staffed by
raduate students from the Univer-
ity of Michigan and Michigan State
University and boys — most of them
evere stutterers — would come from
Lover the country for the eight-week
program, famous for its high rate of
success, with more than 2,000 children
staying there through the years.

“We were literally forced to talk
nd to use what we learned as much
s possible,” said Jim Emery, of Albu-
uerque, N. M., who helped plan the
union. “We were expected to do it
and if we didn’t do it we got told about

Many of the boys-who attended
hady Trails had a severe stutter-
g problem and former campers tell

(of boys that would “freeze up’ for 15
_minutes or more, or even pass out from
the effort of trying to speak. But the
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intensity of the program, which was
focused and delivered in a controlled
environment, often did the trick.

“A great majority of the kids would
leave the camp fluent,” said Ash
Bishop, of Irvine, Calif., who was an
athletic director at the camp. Some of
the kids with the most severe speech
impediments made amazing progress,
he said. So much so that “We would
have done this for free,” Bishop said.

But probably the most beneficial
part of the program was that the boys
were among other children who also
stuttered. .

“When I came here I had never met
another stutterer,” said Bob Vorhees,
of West Bloomfield, who was at the
camp in 1959 and 1965. “Because you
were around other people that stut-
tered that stigma was taken away.”

Many of the men have memories of
being made fun of and laughed at as
boys because of their stutter.

“What bothered me was in school
when you got up in front of class and
kids started laughing you stuttered
more,” said Joe Barresi, of Traverse
City, who was at the camp in 1951.

As boys they were afraid to talk in
school, so many felt like they had no
voice. The camp, they said, gave them
a chance to be heard.

“You could speak and fail and still
be accepted,” said Tim Carter, of Can-
ton, who was a camper in 1959-60,
and was a staff counselor from 1967-
74.

Barresi, who grew up in North-

Schoolcraft, on
Saturday looks
over a collection
of pictures from
his days at
Shady Trails.

leammg to relax his stomach muscles,
which would clench up when he tried
to talk, making communication nearly
impossible. Barresi’s stutter plagued
him throughout his life until he retired,
he said. That's when he was able to
fully relax and enjoy a mostly stress-
free life, he said.

The Shady Trails program had a
big emphasis on athletics, with boys
spending half their day in athletics and
half their day in speech therapy. The
idea was that if their confidence was -
built up physically, it would spill over
into other areas of their lives. N

Children were also taken out into
the community twice a week, where
they would have assignments such as
asking a complete stranger for direc-
tions. It was a difficult task for most -
of the boys and they would practice
before going out.

“As a camper 1 just recall that it was
such a well-rounded program,” said
Bob Crissman, of Schoolcraft.

In the 1970s the camp shifted to a
program for deaf children. It also be-
came co-ed. Brooke Publiski, who is
deaf, was a camper from 1991794, _

“I wanted to come back in 1995 and
become a counselor, but they closed,”
Publiski said. “I loved it from day one.
It's an awesome place and it helped
me to be not as shy.”

Shady Trails closed in 1995, but re-
opened three years later and is now a
day camp for children 5-14 years old.
Run by'Jack Moorlag, this year the
camp hosted children from 23 states




During the "Round Robin" we shared songs and stories!

SHADY TRAILERS SPEECH SONG

SHADY TRAILERS! HATS OFF TO THEE

SPEAK! SPEAK! WITH PLENTY OF GLEE

SHOUT TO THE HILLS, THE ROCKS AND THE RILLS
"OH, SPEECH COMES FIRST" WE'LL CRY

RAH! RAH! RAH!

STOP THAT BLOCK AT OLD SHADY TRAILS

HE WHO DIGS IN NEVER FAILS

SO SPEAK, SPEAK AND SOON YOU WILL SEE

YOUR VICTORY!




MARINE INCINERATION CEREMONY

MUSTIC s s voavnananens «ss..Campers arrive
by cabin groups

Introductor

r L- 'f.p P-dytr.
Introduced DY.cecevecsccovas +veeoMiike Bernabo, P.A.

Marine Incineration Purposeé...........Richard Crandall,

Cave
’ Fire on the Water Ceremony............lorchbearers:
g Mr. Karzen
: ir. Hitchell
l
3 MusfCoesoorecnsaanss vessssssssssssssss Ride of the
i Valkries" Wagner
| o
| (i.ddr.y;s ......... csonssvospsessasyynsdd RN
5 INroduced BYe.vsesssssessssesssssssiike Ashbaucher

Philosophy of Shady Trafls............Nat Krieger, U-Clud

veesesssensssss FIrR HERIES
Wagner

MUSIC: evsasaess

P

Announcement. ... Mike Jurva, Mariner

R R E R

.....David Briggs, Wolves

Prophecy of Shady Trafls..cceeees

Tolling of the Bell

MARINE INCINERATION

Carpers and staff wil) watch the "Fire on the Nater*
togather, in silence, from the shore. In this, the
sost serfous moment of the caxp season, each of us
will be unfted with al) of the caspers and staff,
past and present, who have put something of themselvas
into a summer at ihady Tratls,

From opposite ends of camp, WO runners bearing

torches will come together and ignite a flaming

doscon cn the bay. As the torches come dowm the

paths, thay gathar from each of us a spark until, in

the fire on the water, the spark becones A flame.

In the flame sach of us will see a different thing...

narhaps the desire of ona pirson to Nalp another...
‘§§u"haps recollections of past fatlwes *nd expectations

of future su::csscs...wrfugs the efforts of those

who have goae before us to leave something dehind

for thase who will follow,..perhaps a bright light

surrounded by darknass and unkpown. . oerhaps oaly our

dresns,
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SHADY TRAILS 1974

"A FIRE OX THE WATER®
PURPOSE

Not long ago a young man sat out on the dock
late in the evening and thought...a fire on the water.
This man was, and still 1s, 2 big part of Shady Trails
Camp. Let us try to recapture some of the thoughts
t)ita,t’ might have been running through his mind that
night.

Perhaps he thought of the weeks that had passed
at camp and of the fellows who had fafled to grasp
the opportunity that was thefrs. Perhags he was
impressed with another man's wish to help others
ad make 1t become a reality. Perhaps he was just

waming that night and felt the spirit of all the
Yd campers crowd in upon him and wanted to capture
that moment...wanted to remesber all their hopes and
dreams. Perhaps he thought of his experfences
these young men and their problems. Perhaps he
thought of the beautiful memories of camp at the end
of another season. Maybe he just wanted to seec 3
fire on the water.

This man was Mr. Willfem Bilto. A1l of us know

him only by the plague located on the edge of the
Athletic Field which beurs his name. He spant lm
number of years here helping to build and :m o
the camp. Camp will soom be coming to & :ngo.

we will be returning to our homes and fri .

Now, as then, we pause to reflect...
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Gull Island (not a submarine;-)




Modern camper Melissa’s mural of Gull Island
(Guess the significance of the white covering of the island!)

.

'y

- T
@ -
p w Jﬁa' '.'l‘/,
' # Al
. -
- - <
w :
) f -
Al
o




Some of us climbed the Sleeping Bear Dunes again!




Sunday morning — time to say good-bye
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Although on Sunday we left Shady Trails once again, we left it in the very capable hands of the
Shady Trails manager, Jack Moorlag, who also knows and appreciates the magic that is Shady
Trails, and loves it as much as we do! Thank you, Jack for welcoming us and for being there!

S




Jack also promised to display a plaque about “our”
Shady Trails to help former campers find us!

University of Michigan
Shady Trails Speech Camp
1932-1995

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ShadyTrails
http://www.mnsu.edu/comdis/kuster/shadytraiIs.html/
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credits

Howard Hodges and Jim Emery - co-chairs of the first Shady Trails
reunion

Jim Moorlag — current director of Shady Trails Camp

Pictures are from

— Shady Trails yahoo group members posts
* linda rabold

e knatflorka
e cedric jemison

— Ron Dougall
— Russ Hicks

— Tom Kuster

— Eric Muladore
— Bob Voorhess
— Bernie Weiner




