
The	
  first	
  Shady	
  Trails	
  
Reunion	
  

	
  	
  	
  For	
  63	
  years	
  Shady	
  Trails	
  was	
  a	
  magical	
  camp	
  
for	
  children	
  with	
  speech	
  and	
  hearing	
  
challenges.	
  Located	
  a	
  few	
  miles	
  outside	
  of	
  
Northport,	
  Michigan,	
  campers	
  and	
  staff	
  would	
  
gather	
  each	
  summer	
  first	
  for	
  8	
  weeks	
  and	
  later	
  
for	
  2	
  weeks	
  for	
  speech	
  therapy,	
  but	
  MUCH	
  
more	
  than	
  that.	
  The	
  camp	
  was	
  a	
  life-­‐changing	
  
experience	
  for	
  thousands	
  of	
  campers	
  and	
  staff	
  
who	
  came	
  from	
  around	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  	
  





	
  	
  	
  On	
  the	
  weekend	
  of	
  11	
  August	
  2012,	
  a	
  
Shady	
  Trails	
  speech	
  improvement	
  camp	
  
reunion	
  was	
  held	
  at	
  the	
  old	
  camp	
  locaOon	
  
at	
  6880	
  N.	
  Shady	
  Trails,	
  Northport,	
  MI	
  
49670.	
  The	
  reunion	
  was	
  organized	
  by	
  the	
  
Oreless	
  co-­‐chairs:	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Howard	
  Hodges	
  and	
  Jim	
  Emery	
  



S3ll	
  called	
  “Shady	
  Trails”	
  the	
  camp	
  is	
  now	
  being	
  used	
  
for	
  4	
  weeks	
  each	
  summer	
  as	
  a	
  day	
  camp	
  for	
  children.	
  	
  

But	
  the	
  “old	
  Shady	
  Trails”	
  is	
  also	
  being	
  wonderfully	
  
preserved	
  and	
  remembered!	
  	
  	
  



The	
  old	
  sign	
  is	
  gone	
  (from	
  1985)	
  



Turning left out of Northport, a new Shady Trails Camp 
sign also welcomes former campers who still visit.   

the camp	
  





Checking	
  in	
  –	
  in	
  the	
  lodge	
  



Re-­‐acquain3ng	
  with	
  old	
  friends	
  around	
  display	
  tables	
  (though	
  we	
  may	
  have	
  changed	
  
a	
  bit,	
  the	
  tables	
  and	
  chairs	
  in	
  the	
  lodge/dining	
  hall	
  are	
  those	
  we	
  remember)!	
  













Two	
  notes	
  found	
  a-er	
  Shady	
  Trails	
  
camp	
  was	
  closed	
  





Jack	
  shared	
  many	
  interesOng	
  stories,	
  including	
  how	
  he	
  
painstakingly	
  restored	
  the	
  original	
  drinking	
  fountains!	
  	
  



Jack	
  also	
  restored	
  the	
  benches	
  and	
  picnic	
  tables.	
  





And	
  told	
  how	
  some	
  original	
  
items,	
  like	
  the	
  plaques,	
  

including	
  the	
  one	
  that	
  was	
  
on	
  a	
  rock	
  near	
  the	
  athleOc	
  
field	
  at	
  one	
  Ome,	
  	
  have	
  
sadly	
  disappeared	
  













The	
  director’s	
  residence	
  





The	
  Cave	
  was	
  renamed	
  Raccoons	
  





Paula	
  Flees	
  mom,	
  Ruthie	
  was	
  the	
  Shady	
  Trails	
  cook	
  for	
  40	
  summers!	
  	
  





Several	
  were	
  interviewed	
  
by	
  reporter	
  Paa	
  Brandt	
  
for	
  a	
  great	
  arOcle	
  in	
  the	
  
Leelanau	
  Enterprise	
  	
  













Gull	
  Island	
  (not	
  a	
  submarine;-­‐)	
  



Modern	
  camper	
  Melissa’s	
  mural	
  of	
  Gull	
  Island	
  	
  
(Guess	
  the	
  significance	
  of	
  the	
  white	
  covering	
  of	
  the	
  island!)	
  





Sunday	
  morning	
  –	
  Ome	
  to	
  say	
  good-­‐bye	
  



Although	
  on	
  Sunday	
  we	
  led	
  Shady	
  Trails	
  once	
  again,	
  we	
  led	
  it	
  in	
  the	
  very	
  capable	
  hands	
  of	
  the	
  
Shady	
  Trails	
  manager,	
  Jack	
  Moorlag,	
  who	
  also	
  knows	
  and	
  appreciates	
  the	
  magic	
  that	
  is	
  Shady	
  
Trails,	
  and	
  loves	
  it	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  we	
  do!	
  Thank	
  you,	
  Jack	
  for	
  welcoming	
  us	
  and	
  for	
  	
  being	
  there!	
  



Jack	
  also	
  promised	
  to	
  display	
  a	
  plaque	
  about	
  “our”	
  
Shady	
  Trails	
  to	
  help	
  former	
  campers	
  find	
  us!	
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